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1s due from' the one to the o= © ©: 


Is contained divers Uniruttrs and arg Speeches, read ng 
© to beget jealouſies and evilthoughtsof them,” who areknownto be. 
Harmfeſs and Tnnocent)in the Authors TennantsandNeighbours 
: to whom he hith.ſent-chis Book, which'is here deteRed, and the 
Innocency of Gods ſervants cleared: Alfo theTruth of thoſe things 
which they- believe and praice-in thefe particulats aforeſaid is 
OOITTT.S [19 HE COTI3 nt 
By John Whitehead, ho hath o pleaſure in ſtirring up ftrife avid con 
tention atone Thing: of this nature ; And therefore hath laboured rather. 

ro manifeſt the 'Trm h'to the nubiaſſed Reader, than particularl '7 to tra 
duce his Adverſary, deſiring that he and thoſe to mhoms be diveted his 
' Book, may have ſight of thee,” if peraduenture it maybe inſtrument al 
* toremove from'them all prejndice, that they Ay YecetDe thi naked. 
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| (2) 
Friendly Reader, 
Have lately received in manuſcript a ſmall Book,which in 
the fear of the Lord | bave read over, and ſeriouſly por- 
dered, which I was the more induced to, becauſe I had 
ſome ground co ſuſpe&, (if not to conclude) that it was 
writ by Lord Say, who hath been famous for the profeſſion 
that he hath made of Chriſtianity : And therefore I ſhould 
\* 1fa.29.14. admire, bur that I know the pleaſure of the Lord is to confound 
P the wiſdom of the wiſe, and bring to nothing the underſtanding of 
| the prudent, from whom he hides that which be reveals to babes, 
| that no fleſh might glory in his ſight : 1 ſay, but that I know and 
do conſider thefe things, I ſhould admire, that he (who hath read 
Mat. 21, the Scriptures, and ſolong profeſſed Chriſt, who ſaid that men 
25- would ſay all manner of evil of his bleſſed and peculiar people) 
| ſhould be ſo far degenerated, both from Chriliian Charity and 

Ch. 5.79. true Nobility, as to harbour ſo many evil thoughts and groundleſs 
jealoufies of an Innocent harmleſs people; and my ſoul mourns, 
that he is ſo far given up to believelies, and report ſuch palpable 
untruths againſt as ; among(t which I ſhall only inſtance theſe few, 
as none of the feaſt, 412 That George Fox deſired a Gentlewoman 
to wear a Bracelet for his ſake, and thereby enchanted her to fol- 
low him, from which George Fox hath approved himſelf innocent 
as a child, and ſo ſhall I ever look upon him, till the ſpreaders of 
that ſlander bring forth their Author: That Fames Nailor made 
himſelf, or (aid of himſelf that he was Chriſt,is another lie; though 
it be true, that ſome fooliſh gomen (which both he and we re- 
proved) ſaid ſo of him; Andit hath often been proved and print- 
ed to the ſhame of the ficft raiſers of that flander, that he never 
faid of himſelf, chat hewss as holy, juſt and good as God: There- 
fore till the contrary be made manifeſt by ſygme known Author, 
we muſt conclade that another lie ; A fourth is, 

That Jeſuites and Prieſts are known to mingle themſelves amongſt 
as,and beour Teachers and InftruRers; which thing I know to be 
falſe ; and the grievous ſufferings of divers of my dear friends for 
teſtifying againſt their bloody perſecuting principles,and Idola- 
rrous worſhip, may ſufficiently evince that we mingle not with 
. them, nor they with us; And my hearts deſire is, that Ezg/:(þ men 
might beware, leſt while they look for Feſuites and Popiſh Prieſts 
amongſ us, they be not led by them themſelves into fuch fmares 
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as they cannot eaſily break; and cill che parties be named which 

ſee one of our friends go with a rope about his middle to hang a 
Miniſter, I ſhall conclude that another lie; becauſe I know it is con- 

trary to our very nature and principle,who are born from above, . 
which is to ſave mens lives and not to defiroy ;. as alſo all whore- 

dom and uncleanneſs is an abomination to us; therefore: do we 

both warn and teltifie againſt che practiſers of it, which is ſufſici- 

ent to demonſtrate, that he who ſolicites to filtbineſs, and ſhe who 

ſaid ſhe was commanded of the Father to go to bed to a man (be- 

ing none of her husband) if any ſuch there were) are not of us, 
. therefore do 1 conclude thoſe reports ſlanderous, Divers othec 

hard ſpeeches and -groundleſs ſuggeſtions 1 find, which I ſhall not 
particularize,being ſatisfied they are not grounded upon any juſt _ 
cauſe given by us cither in doQrine or practice ; alſo hoping that 

the Author may be ſenſible by this time Cwherein crath is riſen 

above ſlanders) that he bath nverſhot himſelf in writing ſuch prie- - 
' vous things againſt us, whom I am perſwaded he doch not fully 

know ; and therefore I cannot wonder if he do perſecute, which 

yet I will not poſitively affirm, though I do certainly know that 

his principle lesds to it, which ſaith, that a Blaſphemer may juftly 

be put to death in Goſpel times; though Chriſt Jefas, who is far 

more excellent then Moſes,gave no ſuch cotnmand, bur rather held 

forth the contrary in the whole courſe of his doctrine and pra- g,,, 
ice : Butif he with whom | now deal have had his band againft 1vat. I3, 
_ any, which for conſcience ſake could not reſpec his perſon, ſo as | 

to impriſon their perſons or ſpoil their goods for things.done in 

obedience to the Light of Chriſt in their conſciences, though con- 

trary to hi; judgement, that will be found in Gods day perſecot- 

ing their perſons, under the pretence of perſecuting the Devil and 

their ſin, which narrow cover the moſt bloody perſecutors ever | 
had ; but howfoever, this I ſay and do defire that he may know it Jer.zo.1cs 

if he be yet alive, that heis at leaſt guilty of their ſin, who faid, 
Come lec us ſmite him with the tongue, report ye,and we will re- 
portit; But ſurely, the Lord ſees how we are ſer asa mark for F 
every one to ſhoot at,and | am perſwaded that when he hath fully 77a. 25. $. | 
trycd us, be will rowl away the reproach from us for ever; And | | 
their eyes thaz wait to fee us flunible and fall into foul enormities 
(as divers profeſſors. (but nor profeſſors of the fame Life) have 
done) ſhall certainly fail ; for hitherto bath the Lord belped as 8nd 
bleſſed us, and made us to ſiandin the ſufficiency of his gracein 


the » 


the ſight of onr enemies, and Yknow thit his preſence is yet with 
us,and we ate of him, and not of that Spirie that they were of ar 
Munſter, who followed John of Leydon and thought to build up 
S104 with blood and bear down its enemies with carnal weapons, 
for though chey mighepretend to be led:by theSpicir within them, 
_ we know: that that which led them into uproars, war and blood- 
ſh-d, was not the Spiric of Chriſt which/leads ns, for it teaches us 
to loveour enemies and to five mens lives and not to deſtroy, 
And for the corrupt principles and praQtiſes of thoſe called 
Ranters,we bave.given teitimony againſt chem, which all chat have 
heard and. duly weighed in that Spirit thactries all chings,can wit - 
neſs chat we are as far from them as lighe from darkneſs; buc 
whereunto ſhall I liken the men of this generation ? for when the 
Spiric of Chriſt doth ſo work in the hearrs of any that they cannot 
| run wich the world into rioting and exceſs, then preſently they 
. Mar. 16. will call ic Be'zebub, or the Devil transformed into an Anpel of 
| 25+ Light, as the. Phariſzes did unto Chriſtin the dayes.of his fleth ; 
and if they called the Maſter of the'houſe Belzebub, no wonder if 
it be more done to them of his houſhold. But as for ſelf-mortifi- 
cation, voluntary humility, and will worſhip, whereof weare ac- 
cuſed, we know it avails not ;! but: thoſe which do. by the Spirie 
morufie the deeds of the fl:ſh, hall finde comfort in ſo doing, 
and an humble beart, with a broken and contrite Spirit which 
doth fear God and cremble at his Word, however that be re- 
proached as one of the Devils tricks ; yer ſuch a one God delights 
' Ch. 65.2, £0 teach and dwell inz and we with whom his 1 abernacle is, Co 
* * not worſhip in-our wills; but in Spirit and Trpch ; neither do we 
ſay that it'is+ a perfet demonſtration of humility to caſt away 
band-ſtrings, lace and ribbonds, though we believe ir a cuty in- 
cumbent upon us to abſtain ſrom wearing things ſuperfluous and 
unſerviceable; and alſo from a'l exceſs in meats and drinks, 
though we know the Kingdom of God fiands not therein, yet we 
iTim,z.9 deſire to be found remperare and in model} apparel, according to 
the good example of the ancient Chriliians, ; 
And ſurther I do obſerve how the Author of that writing with 
which | now deal, hath often miſrepreſented our doE&rines and 
praRiſes,as further may appear by a ſerious view of his, and whae 
follows, whereby. I perceive he doth not rightly underſtand us, and 
[an perſwaded did never regularly try our Spirits, either by a ſo- 
ber hearing of 04r doarines declared by our own mouths and 
"a | pens 
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pens, or by-his own view-of our praQiſes, but hath heard and be- 
lieved what evil and prejudiced men have m3liciouſly printed and 
ſaid againſt us on purpoſe to {l:nder and render us odious. There- 
forein anſwer to what is (aid againit ns, I ſhall labour rather (for 
the ſtopping of ſlanders and to prevent miſconſtrutions) to in- 
form the Reader of che Truth of rhoſe do&rines which we do hes 
lieve and praQice, then particularly to craduce the Author with 
whom [ have to deal, thouphin many things more I mich: ſhew 
wherein he hath wronged us and given unſound conlirutions 
both of Scripture and our doctrines and practices, 


Concerning the Scriptures, and conteruing theWord, Spirit, 
and Liekt wi:hin, | 


Concerning tae Scriptures, I ſay we do not ſlight them nor cait 
them off as a dead Letter, Paper and Ink, but awn them which 
Acfes and the Prophets, Evangelitlts and Apofiles did write or 
ſpeak forth as they were moved by the Spirit of God, (fo far as 
they are free from falſz tranſcription and corrupt tranſlation) to 
be the very words and true ſsyings of God, and therefore not to 
beſlighted, but read, believed, and practiſed by every true Chri- 
ſtian; bur they thac are unlearned of Chriſt; whoſe hearts are not > Pe-, 2.7 
ſtabliihed by the grace of God do pervers or wre? the Scriptures Io. 
out of their right place to their- own deftrugion, not rightly di- 
{tinguiſhing betwixt the Law and Goſpel times, nor berwixt that 
which was aboliſhed for the unproficablenels thereof, and that 
which God hath eſtabliſhed for ever ;- and therefore we do dire& - 
all co that Word of God which was in the beginning before the | 
Scriptures were written, of which the Scriptures teſtifie thatir is Acad Joh, 
Life, and is the Light of men, that ſhines in darkneſs, evenin mens © M.. 
dirk hearts, ſhewingchbegroſneſs and corruption of their hearesz © © 
I ſay,this Word which was and is God'the Saviour of all chem that ' 
believe, who ſearcheth all hearts and incomprehenſibly dwelsin ; 
his Kingdom that i. in man, and doth reprove man for his unbe- ie 
liefand evil deeds j we do dire& all co wait ro knovv this ingrafted Luke 17; 
Word and hearken to ic, that they may not. be unlearned butall-/ 237+ 
raught of che Lord char Spiric,vvhich holy men of God knevvy and ; 
did believe in, and vvas moved oz led by, before the Scriptures 137: 
vyere vvritcen; that ſo by this Iaterpreter one of a thouſand pea» 
ple may have the Scripcures _ and feel the poyver of God, 
+ 3 | and 


end havefaith in the povver and live in the life that the Primitive 
«4. 2. Chriſtians livedin ; and thvs to dire@ people to the Word,Spirit, 
17,:8. Or Light of God vvithin,is none of the Devils vyork (as he ſgith) 
bur the vvork of Chriſts ancient Miniſters ; neither doth it make 
? Joh.r 2, void the Scriptures, but eſtabliſheth them in their righe place as a 
3- ttue Declaiation :* and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt yyho is that quick- 
Joh. 1.9. £108 Spirit (yvhich doth enlighten every man that cometh into 
I Cor.3.9, he vvorld) in his righe place as the foundation vvhich unto all 
2 Tim. 2, generations ſtandeth ſure, neither can our direQing people to this 
19: foundation (Chriſt the Light vvhich enlightens their conſciences) 
bave ſuch bad effe&s as.to lay them open to all baſe luſts, error 
and deluſion, for all thoſe things are condemned vvith the Ligbc, 
and they that believe and do ſach things go from,and apaiuſt the 

Lighc in their ovvn conſciences. 


Concerning the tryal of Sperits, 


I ſay the Apoſtle gave forth no ſuch command,as that we ſhould 
ery the Spirit of God by the Scriptures,for it is moſt abſurd to try 
the ſuperior by the inferior ; and no man can rightly underſtand 
the Scripture nor diſcern Spirits whether they be of God or no, 

x £0r,3, but by the Light of the Spirit of God within , Therefore are they 
I14- worthily reproved who preſume by ſtrength of reaſon, ſharpneſs 

of wit and humane learning, both to judge of the Scripture and of 

Jer. 31.33 the Spiritof God and its movings in men, as the Scribes,Phariſees 
_ © and chief Prieſts did, who in their pride and ſelf-wit ſate as Jndges 
Iſa.9,20. of the Law in the letter, and thereby condemned Chriſt the 
Heb. 10-16 prince of Life, and alſo his bleſſed Martyr Srepher, as blaſphemers 
| that were not worthy to live; and this was the fruit of tryinp the 
Notre, Spirit by the Scripture when mans wiſdom fare as Judge of both, 
That we which is rather to be judged by them both ; and let ſuch as know 
own the ng other rule whereby to try Spirits but the Scriptures, confeſs 
TP 'Vres .hat tltey are ignorant of the Law written in the hearc,and of the 
&'s, but teſtimony of Jeſus, which is the Spirit or Word of Propheſie thac 
nor the is near in the heart even the more ſure Word, ſurer then the 
only rule words of the Prophets or Apoſiles, which may be wreſted ; for it 
whereby is a Light in a dark place (viz, the hearc) to give man a true un- 
- Ss ' derſianding of their words 3 and his Law that is written there, is 
Fits perfeCt and. unalterable; and by this rule boly men of God tryed 
Spirits before the Scriptures were written, and ſo all the __w_ 

| that 
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that are gone ont into the world may be tryed, and thoſe that are 
contrary to itarealſo contrary to the Scriptures rightly under- 
ſtood, and therefore under the judgement of both 3 bur the Spirit ,p,, ; xg 
of God judgeth all chings,but oughc to be judged of no man;there- 
fore {ad will be their accompr that call it the Devil,andits moti- 
ons, bis impulſes;for all ſins and blaſphemies againſt the ſon af man 
may be forgiven, but the blaſphemy againſt the holy Spirit ſhall yr. 127 
not be forgiven, neither in this world,.nor in that to come. 31,32 


Concerning Perfeition, 


We ſay firſt, that we have ſinned and Ged hath let us ſee it,and 
we have confeſſed it,and he hath forgiven ic through the blood of ; Joh.1.9; 
Chriſt which doth waſh and cleanſe us from it, and by his power 
we are kept from finning; yet do we not boaſt of perfe&ion in our 
ſelves, becauſe by the grace of God we are what we are : howbeic 
we know that it is the Commandment of Chriſt that we ſhould be 11.5 48. 
perfe& even as onr Heavenly Father is perfeCt; and therefore we 
are perſwaded it is nor impoſlible for us to be ſo whilſt here in this _ 
life, for he is not ſuch an bard Maſter to command impoſhtbilities: feb. je 
- and moreover, by.one offering he hath for ever perfeRed them *” by 
that are ſanRified ;\and we are ſanQified through the offering of 
the body of Jeſus once for all, therefore ptrfe&ed for ever :; and 
this was,and is the very end for which he ſends forth hisMiniſters, Eph. 4.11, 
even to gather the Saints into the unity of the Faith, to a perfet 12,13 
man in the merſure, fulneſs and flature of Chrilt, who even for this ! Joh. 3 5, 
purpoſe was manifeſt, to take away ſin and deſtroy the works of *9 '3- 
the Devil; bur if any will yer ſay, that cannot be whilt here 
in this life for, ſome fin will remain in men whilſt on this ſide the 
grave, let them anſwer me theſe queſtions, x. Whether they be= 
lieve that any ſhall enter in,ts inherit Gods Kingdom? and if yea, 
then whether they believe that they ſhall enter into it with ſome 
fin in them ? and if nay, then in what time and place ſhall they be 
cleanſed, and their fin perfeRtly done away, ſeeing they deny it to 
be poſſible whilſt in this life ? bur we afficm ir, being perſwaded 
that there is no purgatory w herein to be cleanſed afcer death,and 
knowing that Chriſt Jeſas is able to ſave to the uttermoſt, they 
that come to God by him; ſo that thoſe that are born of God and 
abide in Chriſt,ſin not, neither can becauſe they are born of God, 
and his ſeedremains in them;zcontrary co which text no interpre- 
| cation 


Heb, 11.25 
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ren of God ard the children of the Devil made manifeſt; be thae 


: doth rightrovſneſs is of God, buc he chatfinneth is of the Devil, 


Ph1l.3. 15. 


Rom. F+10 


1Cor.6,11 


who finneth from the beginning: and:this dorine doth not'rend 
toRinting, as they chat.underſcand it not, ſay; bat'to encourage 


people ro wait to be cleanſed and kept. by the- mighty power of - 


God from-all unrighteouſneſs, which isall fin, and preſs 0n to per- 
feRion in the Life of Chrilt. 5624: | ; 


C oncernng Salvation by Chri/t, 


- Weſay and believe, that wichour the ſufferings and death of 
Chriſt ar Jersſalem, no man can be ſaved, juſtified or ſanRified, 
and therefore do they ma'ictouſly or (at leaſt) ignorantly ſlander 
us, who ſay weexpef nor to be ſaved by Chriſts ſufferings at Fe- 
71u{a/em, but by Chriſts ſufferings in us; for fach words did never 
proceed ſrom us, thongh we ſ:y, that it 1s not an hifcorical know- 
ledge and belief of what Chriſt ſaid and ſuffered ar Feruſalems ſix-" 
teen hundred years ago, that can or doth fave any man wickiour' 
feeling of his Spirit, Power and Life made manifeſt within,to make 
chem conformable to him in his death, and raiſe them together 
with him to live in the-vertue of his life, by which life we as well 
as the ancient Chriſtians are ſaved, and we are juſtified, ſanCtified 
in the Name and by the Spiric of our God which mightily work- 
eth in us, and all his works are perfet ; and therefore I do diſtin- 
gutſh betwixe the righteouſneſs which is of faich, which the Spirie 
worketh, 2nd the righteouſneſs which is of the Law performed by 
mans own ſtrength ; for though the one be as filthy rags,yer ſo is 
not the other ; therefore is he che enemy of all righceouſneſs tt ac 


- mingles them both rogerher, and treads them under foot as dung 


| 1Joh 4.19 


and drofs ; thereforelet all that love their fouls; loye Chriſt the 

righteouſneſs of God and follow after him,that they may bz: made 

righteous, and have yhac boldneſs in the day of judgement which 

the ancient Chriſtians had, b: caule ( ſaid they) as he is, ſo are we 
in this world, p54 

Concerning $ wearing, . 


' To ſwear at all inGoſpel t'mes,us no part of Gods worſhsp,therefore u 1s no 


deluſion but the truth that makes 1s refuſe to ſwear in any coſe: 


\ For thovgh ſwearing was uſed in the time of deaths reign from 
Fa * Adam 


ration of it, or argument can ſcand good; but herein are the chil- 
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Adam to Moſes, and that by ſome of Gods people; and not only 
ſo, but commanded in ſome particular caſes by Afoſes and the 
Prophets in the time of the Law; yeta greater Prophet being 
raiſed, co whom they all gave witneſs and command thar in all 
things be ſhould be heard, with chis ſevere penaley, chat every fou 
thac would not hear him ſhould be cur off from his people; And 
ſeciog £Chritt Jeſus chat Prophet which - ſaid God would raiſe, 
hath tound that Covenant faulty in which o 
by his own mouth expreſly hath commanded us not to ſwear at 
all; though in old time it was {lawful andan honour. to God to 
ſwear in tome caſes, yer now it is not [awfal,or gn honour to God 
to ſwear in #ny caſe, becauſe Chritt Jeſas the great Law-giver,in 
ec New Teſtament hatch by plain and expreſs precepe wholly 

orbidden it, againſt which precepe no argument, concluſion or 
interpretation, whether of Council, Synod or private man, is 
good , though grounded upon the Law of 5ſes,the words of the 
Prophets,or practice of Gods Servants,Saintsor Angels, for their 
words and practiſes are to be reduced toan harmony with his,and 
not his to theirs, he being given to be head overall things to his 
Church, which is his body,the fulnef- of him that fillerh all in all, 
and therefore cannot the example of Saints or Angels, and much 
leſs the pratice of men in rife, juſtifie us in the breach of his 
command, had we no other ground for our denyal to ſwear ; but 
to ſwear at all is againit the Law of the Spirit of Truth that dwel- 


'eth inus, andderogares from the glory of his vericy who hath 


made our yea,yea,and our nay,nay,in all things ; but the Apoſtle 
Tames who writ tothe twelve Tribes ſcattered abroad, as if he had 
foreſeen that, becauſe of former precepts and cuſtoms they would 
have ſtood to juttifie ſome ſwearing contrary to Chriſts com- 
mand, was very poſitive, and exprelly did forbidic ; above or be-' 


fore all chings, ſaich he, my brechren ſwear not, neither by hea» Jam, 5,12; 


ven, nor\by earth ( Mark) nor any other oath,bur ler your yea be 
yea, and your nay, nay, leſt ye fall into condemnation; Therefore 
we cannot twezr by heaven nor the things therein, nor by earth 
nor the things therein, nor by any other oath, though by ſuch 
Chriltians as de ic che Apoltacy from the Spirit and Life of Chri t, 
ir be aceoanted lawful, for if wedid ſwear at all,we ſhould juſtly 
fall with chem into-the fame-condemnation, | 


B- Cone | 


aths were uſed, and Mat. 5.34: 


Concerning the worſhip of Ged, and why we ſeparate from them that _ 
worſh:p in Temples made with hands, 


Firſt, Becauſe we do thus believe and declare, that Cod is'a 

Ads rye. Spirit and dwells not in Temples made with hands, neither is 

Chap. wh þ rightly worfhipped there, and therefore we cannot joyn with 

| ' them in worſhip,. that be erred from the Spirit and from the 

Mu. 15. Truth, and do in their wills worſhip in vain, having their fear ro- 

8,9 wards God tanghe by mens precepts, and their worſhip conſiſts. 

. not of Gods Ordinances, but in divers obſervations, inventions 

and traditions, which are not the Commandments of the Lord 

Read V2. from heaven, but rather a loathing to his ſoul and a prief to his 

fpirit, becauſe in. matter and manner they are contrary to the 

Primitive Chriſtians worſhip , For firſt, they did not ſprinkle In- 

fants,and call chart bapciſme into the Church, that we can finde in 

the Scripture, nor in Hiſtory, for near the firſt three hundred - 

years;neither was it a part of their worſhip to ſing Davids Plalms 

inrime and.meeter,as in theſe dayes men do,which are far enough 

from. the condition that David was in when he gave forth che 

Pſalms, and beſtdes, the Miniſters that were allowed among the 

Primitive Chriſtians did- not read Prayers for money, nor fiudy 

Sermons to laſt an hour and preach them for money ; neicher did 

the Primitive Chriſtians love to have ic ſo, as the citular Chriſtians 

now do ; who by their diviſions, envying. and perſecutiog about 

worſhip do make it manifeſt, that they are neither in the ſame 

Spirit nor worſhip in the ſame manner as the Primitive Chritians 

> Cor. 6. 4id, and therefore we ſeparate from them which we have ſffici- 

| 1,,13.ent ground to do, though they had the very form of*godlinels, 

Tim 3.5. which yet they have not, ſeeing they are out/of the power which 

ſhould crucifie them. to the world, and che world to them; and 

are conformed like to. the world, and for the gengrality of them 

do live in ſenſual luſts, if not in open Prophaneneſs ; but although 

we cannot for conſcience ſake joyn with them in cheir worſhip, 

Joh 21,0 becauſe we do in heart believe it is not righe, yer do we not (as 

the 24, be ſaith, caft off all worſhip and.Ordinances of God ; for we are 

ſoughe out. by the Facher to: worſhiphim in Spiric andin Trath, 

where we have found acceptance with God at what time ſoever, 

and whereſoever we have been gathered cogether to wait upon 

him,wherher by Cay orin the evening, as che true Chriſtians _ 
| p ; " 


* of our ſelves rogether as the manner of ſome is, but muſt meet to» 


, | (12) | 

when hp 60-t his ſpeech till. midnight; and ſometimes we a&, 2. 
meet in a believers houſe, upper-chamber, field or barn, asthe an- 7,8. 
cient Chriſtians did, who were gathered our of the world, and ſe- 

parated from the Jews worldly Sanfuary,and Heathens Temples, 

and yet were not of thoſe that did creep into houſes, and ſeparate 
themſelves, ſenſua),'not having the Spiric, no more then we are, 

though by ſuch as accuſed chem and perſecuted them, we have all 

manner of evil ſaid againſt us falſly, and are perſecuted as they 

were, becauſe for conſcience ſake we cannot forſake the aſfem bling 

gether in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that we may enjoy —_ 
his preſence,and comfort andedific one arother in love. | 


Concerning Miniſters and maintenance, 


- We do ſay,how ſhall they preach and declare unto us the minde 
of God, except they be choſen and ſent of God?and therefore we Frome 
do deny to hear ſuch as run,and are not ſent of God, bur for lucre ks 
and honours ſake take upon them to Preach and ſpeak of thole 
things which by wiſdom, humane learning, and nacural parts they ****5-2.3 
can never underſtand, but do darken counſel by words without 38. 3, 
knowledge; for the generality of them ſay, that revelation is ceaſ- 
ed and char they have no viſion in theſe dayes; therefore we won- 
der not that they and their people are ſo ignorant of God,for ove Cur. tt 25 
knows the F ather but the Son , and he to whom the Son reveals him ; | 
neitber do we wonder why ſo many periſh for want ot crue know- | 
ledge (though we greatly pity to ſee ic ſo) for we know that when Prov. 29. 
the Teachers have no viſion (as by their own confeſſion they have 18, 
not) the people periſh; therefore we dare not truſt our ſouls with 
them, though people that have itching ears do chule them for 
their Paſtors ; or ſuch Biſhops as exerciſe Lordſhip and Domini- 
on ?ver peoples conſciences, impoſe chem upon us ; fer the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Biſhop of our ſouls, and he hath given us Pa- I Per.2,rg, 
{tours according to his own bearr, that feed us with knovvledge J-* 3- '5. 
and underitanding,and leads us to living ſprings,and a fold of ielt, yyyr. 108, 
and them vve dodearly ovvn and elteem for their vvorks ſake that 94,10. 
be Chriſts crue Minilters vyhom he hath ſent,and doth tarniſh,and 
enable by the gift of his Spirir,tor the vvork of the Miniltry, vyho 
freely vvithout money or price have received che vvord of recon- 
ciliation and d9 freely preach ic, coveting ng mans (ilyer or his 
| B2 go'd 


| (12) 
gold, nor his corn, nor his hay, nor his wool, nor his Lemb, but 
do caſt their whole care upon the-Lord thar hath ſent them ; and 
do plow in hope, plant in hbpe;and threſh in hope, that the ground 
may be broken up that hath brought forth briars and thorns, and 
the true ſeed grow tb a blade, an ear and corn in the ear, and then 
be ſeparated irom the chaff; and ſuch as theſe ſhall never be fru- 
ſtrate of their hope, nor want neceſlary things pertaining to this 
life, though they know not to day what they ſhall have co mor- 
chay.'6. row; I know that they that preach the Goſpel ſhall never wane 
25,26,27: g livelihood : But he that hath ſent them will take care to provide them 
 ICor.4it | morſel in due ſeaſon ; and ſuch as theſe (thouph ſome of them: 
have no more certain dwelling place then the ancient Miniſters of 
Chriſt had) are made manifelt in our conſciences, and fo far ap- 
Hoſ.6.9. proved and owned as the Miniſters of Chrift. But for the cCOMm= 
Heb.7.16 any of Priefts that are made by mans will, and have the Law of 
a carnal commandement for to uphold their Miniflry and main- 
renance,and claim tythes of mens increaſe, a thing noe mentioned 
by the antient Chriſtians; and when for pure conſcience ſake (and 
not for any corrupt ends, as our manifold fufferings may evince) 
we cannot uphold that Jewiſh cuſtom, and Antichriſtian prafice 
which hath been introduced in the dark night of Popery, then do 
they ſue us to Law, caſt in prifon and make ſpoil of our goods, or- | 
dinarily the trebble value of what they demanded, bac ſometimes 
amounting to the trebble trebble value of what they ſaid was due; 
which hath brought ſuch a blot on them, a+ ſhall never be wiped 
off, and manifeſts ther to be ſuch as Peter ſaid had hearrsexerciſ+ 
ed with covetcus praRices, and ſuch grievous wolves as Pau! ſaid 
ſhould come, not ſparing the flock ; therefore we do tara from 
2Per.2.14 them to the chief Shepherd, who bath redeemed ns from being a 
AQt.20.27 prey to them, | 


Concerning womens ſpeaking,. 


That Danghters did Propheſie in the Congregations of Gods 

Num.1:.2 8ntient people,is evident; for to 1ſrae/ God ſpoke by,or in er- 
Judg- 44, 7/47 in the dayes of Moſes , and again, be ſpoke in Deborah to Iſ- 
5,6.rael, and jadged them by the words of her month, who (ate'under 

Joel 2.28, the Palm tree for many years in the dayes of Barack; and Joel faid, 

?5* that vyvhen God dii pour forth his Spirit, Daughters ſhould Pro- 

 Atts 2149. pheſie, as vvell a5S0ns; and one man had four Paughrers rhar 
| ; , < VYEl 


| knee: And therefore the examples of Jatob and Abraham, though 


| (13) | 
vvere Propheteſſes in the Apoſtles dayes,and divers vvomen vvere 

helpers of the Apoſtles in the vvork of the Miniſtry; as is both evi- 
dent in the As ofthe Apoſcles, and in the Epiſtles, vvhere Panl = __ 
alſo gave rules hovv they ſhould Propheſie, ſaying, T hat every wo- 1 onſ 4 
man praying or Propheſying with her head nncovered diſhowureth hex ch, 1 4-226 
head : arid where ſhould the woman Propheſie if not in the Church, ſee» 
ing the ſame Apoſcle commendeth that gift above many for edi- 

« fication of the Church ; and faich, chat Propheſie ſerveth not for 
them that believe not but for them that believe : ſo that ir is evi- 
dent, thac although he did not permic a vvoman to ſpeak in the 
Church,nor uſurp Auchority over the man, yet he did permit the 
Spirit of God to ſpeak in vvomen, as vvedo; for vve dare not for- 
bidir, leſtin ſo doing vve ſhould quench the Spirit vvhich they 
have the Promiſe of,as vvell as men, | 


Concerning Superiors ard Tnferiors , and the honour that is due from the 
one to the other « Alſo coucermig 1 itles, Carteſie and Salutation by 


the way, 


In the beginning God did create all Nations of one blood to Aas17.26 
dwell upon the face of the whole Earth, that they might clorifie 
his Name and liveinnocently in love one to another, bur ſince the 
ſeed of the Serpent was received in mans heart, that naturally 
inclines him to pride, violence, and all other foul inormities : we 
are perſwaded that by Gods Ordinance ſome have a ſuperiority 
given them for the puniſhment of evil doers, and a praiſeto them 
that do well : As firſt, the Husband over the Wife, 2. The Parents 
over the children, the King over his Subjects, and the Rulers over 
the people, in their ſeveral Countries and liberties : alſo Maſters - 
over their tervants, and Mifireſſes over their handmaids, and to 
theſe Superiors we are perſwaded by the Lord that thereisan ho- 
nour due from inferiours : and in his Light we do ſee and know 
thar it-conſilts not in vain Ceremonies wherein there is no ſervice 
to God or man, ſuch as uncovering the head, and bowing the 
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good men, who bowed to Eſx», and Abraham to the Hewues a 
Heathen Nation, will: not vvarrant us to bovy dovyn and vvor- 
ſhip creatures againſt our conſciences, no wore then their going 
into their handmaids vvill vvarrant us to &6 the like : neither 
doth due honour conkitt in yain — vvhich for che moſt 

Te) 3 Dart 


1A | : (14 | 
«part are frivilous, fained and bypocritical,as;your fervant Sir, Igo 
ir, e#c. but in diligent and ſpeedy obedience to all juſt commands 
of Superiors, and in patient ſuffering under choſe that are unjuſt, 
doth due honour conſift, for thoſe children do moſt honour their 
Parents, and thoſe Subj<As their Prince, v hich are of good beha- 
viour, temperate, ſober, wiſe, and-humble ,. and do readily obey 
all their jutt commands, and patiently ſuffer chaſtiſement for re- 
fuog to obey that which is unjult ; and this honour which is due 
from all Inferiors to Superiors,we do not at all teach any to with- 
ho!d, and therefore we can with confidence appeal to the con- 
ſciences of our very enemies and accuſers, that we do deſign tole- 
vel nothing buc fn, wherein we are juſtified by the Lord, who will 
Ifa.2.11. bring down the loftineſs of man, aud bzw the haught neſs of his ſpirit,and 
exalt hin:ſelf aloze, as in the beginning, for he is worthy , becauſe be 
aloneis the Lord; ard therefore. we cannot caliany man the Lord 
a Cor 8 beſides im, though we krow in the world there is Lords many, 
5:6. gndone of them we can call a Lord, bur not the Lord, nor my 
Lord, becatiſe God is the Lord, and there is none Our Lord beſides 
him, andin like manner, we can call ſome Ladies as the antient 
Chriſtians did, yet not any elet Lady, bur ſuch whoſe ele&ion we 
know, and why ſhould we call any my Lady,as he urges, unleſs by 
marriage-union we have intereſt in them? And for ſuchas do 
any way demonſirate to us that they are of a Noble and honour- 
able ſpirit, we ſhall not ſtick to call chem Noble or honourable,as 
Paul did Feſizs and others; but we ſee they are moſt degenerate 
from true Nobility and- Chriſlian faith (and ſo leaſt deſerve ir) 
which do ſo eagerly ſeek honour one of another, for to ſuch Chriſt 
ſaid, how can je believe ? rendring that as the reaſon of their unbe- 
| belief, And further, a King we can call by that ticle, and a Fa- 
ther by that title, and thoſe chatare our Matters according to the 
flcſh by tha title, and every oneincheir place by ſuch titles as are 
neither falſe,fl ittering, nor blaſphemous3 but ſuch cieles as are ſo, 
| Job 32, We cannot giveto any, for in ſo doing God would ſoon take us 
21, 22, away, And for curteouſnels to all, both ro Superiors and to 
Equals, where is the man or woman among all our neighbours 
that have bzen converſant with us, that can juſtly accuſe us, and 
ſhew wherein we have not been curceous and amiable to them? 
unleſs they count it diſcurtelie co be reproved for evil, or not to 
have their perſons worſhipped, and adored as God,with uncover- 
ng the head, and bowing the knee, which i; uſual when we ap- 
prozch 


Joh 5. 44+ 


eſteemed diſcurtefte,let them ſhew where God commanded it, or 


proach t6 him in prayer 7 andif withholding that from menbe 0 © 


the antient Chriſtians gave it, ſeeing /ordica denyed to give it yefter 3. 
5.6» 


(when required by a King) to Hammara perſon of great place, 


_ thouglythereby he did not only endanger bis own life, but the life 


of all che Jews throughout the Provinces of Baby/ox, And further, 
ifany do judge us not curteous for ſpeaking to them in chat lan- 
gyape which God and nature hath appointed for diftinRion be- 


twixt ſingular and plural numbers, zz, Thou to a ſingle perſon, . 


whether Superior or Inferior, and You co many; then let them 
come forth and ſhew the contrary to be a curtefie commanded,or 
commended by God or any of his Saints,” And for not uſing di- 
vers other vain cyſtoms and manners of the Nation in which we 
live, I know we are accuſed of diſcurteſie and unmannerlinels, as 
for not uſing the drunkards cuſtom and manner, in drinking one 
to another, and pledging thoſe that drink to us, and for not uſing 


the ignorant peoples cuttom and manner, in ſaying god-even and . 


g0d-morrow when-we meet them, and other things wherein peo- 
ple will not be held guilcleſs for taking Gods Namein vain, and 
uſing fuch words as corrupt good manners,and therefore we can- 
not be conformable to them, though for. it we ſuffer reproach; 
and (ure if the Author of thac writing with whom I now deal, had 
met ſome of Chriits antient D;ſciples,he would have ſaid they had 
gone by men likea Hog or a Cow (as heſaich we do) when chey 
were obedient to Chriſts command, who'ſaid, ſa/ate no man by the 


Ex, 30. 7« 


high-way ; and the Prophet ſaid, if any ſalute thee, anſwer them not Enk.10.4. 


7, But in all other chings wherein we may do any ſervice to 
od or our neighbours, where is the man that can ſay we refuſe, 
or are diſcurteous, or unneighbourly'? and from whom have we 

withholden, either rents, debts, or other cuſtoms (as he accuſeth 

us) which in righteous reaſon and conſcience is due? but ſure our 

blameleſs converſation in theſe things may by this eime have ſtop- 

ed che evil ſurmizings and gainſayings of our adverſaries, and 

therefore I ſhall commit our cauſe co the Lord, whol am per- 

ſwaded will yet moreand more pleadit, and clear the innocency 

of thoſe that love him, by the riſing of his light which is a faithſul 

witnelſs in all conſciences to which we deſire more and more to be 

made manifelt ; And therefore we deſire that all ſober people may 
eake heed of receiving falſe informations againſt us, whereby both 
they and we may be wronged, but rather firſt hear what we de- 
"IN EY 2-0, ns 
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Flare 8nd hold forth, and then judge of-it andus, according to | 
+the Light of the Spirit which God gives' them, and according to : 
the Scriptureydf Truth ; and if by true tryal they finde us hold 
- - fotthor priftice that which is contrary co either, ler chem-avoid 
z2C0r.4-2+54 for on no mans conſcience-would we impole any thing which 
he cannot freely receive, no more then we would be impoſed up- 
| on, for ic is'our principle todo unto all men even as we would be 


done unto, y 


Writ the 24th. day of the ſecopd 
Momh, 1662, 
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